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Today, the U.S. is the biggest global military power with close to 1,000 military bases and hundreds of thousands of troops stationed around the world, including Australia.

We have followed the U.S. into war - time and time again, with only bloodshed to show for it.

This obsequious attachment to American global involvement in many wars has left Australians the poorer, but none the wiser or safer.    

How did all those years of fighting, killing, destroying the environment, villages and families help the Afghan people? They are now left in as equally a perilous a state as they were before we joined in.  Now the Uruzgan province where Australian troops served    , has returned to Taliban control.    The women in Kabul - whom some people here support to run a vocational training centre for women – to teach them to read, write and sew so they can set up their own small business to provide for their family, is now seriously at risk from the Taliban again.  

More than 30,000 Australian Defence Force personnel served in Afghanistan from 2001-2014.    Not only did the Australian taxpayer supply these soldiers, but also their equipment, food, salaries, fortified places to live and also – all the military hardware that was used – helicopters, guns, weapons, uniforms on top of the salaries they paid Defence personnel.  

In all, the Australian government has spent close to 10 billion dollars (yes 10 billion dollars) supporting the Americans there!  Just think how that money could have been spent here -  where we still don’t have enough community housing, enough ambulances, hospital beds, basic services for our most disadvantaged – the list goes on!

Or how much  that money could have improved the lives of the Afghani people. 
So what did this grand alliance with the US achieve?   Absolutely nothing!!!!

I ask everyone a question – 

Hands up those who think it was all worth the money and lives? 
While Australian soldiers were engaged in Afghanistan, our Australian government, then followed the United States into another war – this one ruled illegal by the United Nations Security Council – the war on Iraq in 2003.    

Australian citizens strongly opposed our Prime Minister John Howard’s obsequious genuflection to US President George Bush - that Australian troops would also be sent to Iraq.   

The largest ever anti-war rallies in Australian history followed across the whole country.            We, as law biding Australian citizens, would not accept that Australians should be involved in the overthrow of Saddam Hussein, regardless of how badly he treated his own people.  The Iraqi people never wanted US or Australian soldiers there.

The United Nations Security Council specifically ruled against any invasion by America and its allies. So this was an illegal war.  It had no mandate to invade Iraq.

With their entry into Baghdad, the US immediately looted their famous archaeological museums and protected the Baghdad oil refineries.  The Iraqis however had anticipated the takeover of their lucrative oil fields, so had actively sabotaged a lot of the oil fields by setting the oil alight, so the Americans could not take the oil.

One of the most telling stories of my time there as part of the international “human shield” movement of over 500 citizens from many, many countries, who came to stand in solidarity with the local Iraqi communities to oppose this war  – was that the US drove their tanks onto the internationally famous heritage site of Babylon – which German archaelogists had been slowly preserving for the last thirty years.   This intentionally destructive event, showed the whole world, exactly how much the Americans only acted in their own interests with total disregard for the heritage of other civilisations and cultures precious ancient heritage.  
The Iraqis sabotaged their oil fields by setting oil wells on fire, so that they were unable to be used by the Americans.   This showed clearly that Iraqis did not see the Americans as benign occupiers, but knew they were there primarily for the oil!!   

It is an interesting point to consider - Would Iraq have been invaded by the US, ostensibly to rid the Iraqis of the despot, Saddam Hassain, if Iraq just contained sand, marshes and red dust!    I THINK NOT. 

I could also add the same lesson from the American invasion, destruction and deaths during the earlier Vietnam War, when our Australian government conscripted twenty-year old males to serve in Vietnam if their balloted birth date came up in a lottery. What did that war gain?   NOTHING but destruction and death for many.  Again, Australia blindly followed America into this war!

So what lessons can Australian citizens take from these examples?   

Most of know in our hearts, that violence never solves a problem. War is the ultimate form of violence!

The 2021 Global Peace Index reveals a world in which the conflicts and crises that emerged in the past decade have begun to abate, only to be replaced with a new wave of tensions. Global militarisation has increased over the past two years with more countries increasing military expenditure and their armed services personnel.  This is a reversal of the trend of the prior decade where 105 countries had improved, while 57 had deteriorated.   The US, China, Germany and South Korea had the largest increases in military expenditure in the last two years. 

Despite the total number of conflict related deaths falling since 2014, the number of conflicts globally increased by 88% since 2010 and global military expenditure rose by 3.7%.  This is equivalent to $1,942 for every person on the planet.”

I would like to quote a wise South Australian suffragette – Muriel Matters – who said over one hundred years ago 

  :

“We cannot have peace until we make peace more important than it has ever been in the past.  There is no such thing as an “outbreak” of war.  War was thought for, worked for and lived for.  We can never get a state of harmony on earth until we prepare for it, work for it, live for it …. and dream of it.” 

Wise words – we must insist our leaders do not plan and prepare for war but solve any problems through dialogue and agreement.

As a longtime member of Women’s International League for Peace & Freedom, I support these women’s vision of a world free from violence and conflict, in which human rights are protected, where women and men are equally empowered and involved in positions of leadership at the local, national and international levels.”

We are holding this rally today to reflect on our past, and work together to create a more respectful, fair and peaceful society, where all can have a decent life with dignity.

It is time to become an INDEPENDENT and PEACEFUL AUSTRALIA.

We have formed a national coalition of Australian peace organisations to achieve this aim.   We invite you now to join us – as there is much to be overcome so that future generations can live in a more peaceful world.   

We invite you to support us and also talk with your colleagues about how Australia can realistically become more PEACEFUL AND INDEPENDENT.    
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