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		VALE 
Hannah Middleton- an indefatigable fighter for peace and justice

A personal tribute by Nick Deane

Read on

 






		IPAN Activities
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		IPAN Campaign Launch

National Webinar: Sunday 13th July, 2-4pm AEST

Cancel AUKUS and Terminate the Force Posture Agreement

Register HERE

Speakers:

Kellie Tranter- Declassfied, Human Rights Lawyer

Retired Major General Michael Smith, 34 years in the ADF and a  past National President of the United Nations Association of Australia.

Doug Cameron - Labor Against War former, Labor politician

Facilitator:

Mary Kostakidis, former SBS presenter

Register HERE






		
The first step in this campaign is the distribution for discussion and signature of The Call on our Government which reads as follows:

Cancel AUKUS! Re-think defence. Assert independence!

Public Call to the Australian government

We the undersigned, call on our government to cancel the AUKUS and Force Posture Agreements to stop:
· Nuclear submarines using Australian ports
· Nuclear submarine waste being stored on Australian territory
· Nuclear capable bombers operating from Australia
· Use of Australian territory as a base for US war operations
· Australian cities becoming military targets
SIGN HERE

To join the campaigning group, contact  Bevan Ramsden at bevanram1960@gmail.com






		IPAN Campaign to Make Peace a Priority -

Report back on IPAN meeting with Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade
Our Vision and Objectives: MAKE PEACE A PRIORITY
Current campaign objectives being worked towards are the establishment of a Minister for Peace and/or an Ambassador for Conflict Prevention. Representatives of the Make Peace a Priority Campaign recently met with officials from the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) to engage on the work DFAT is doing regarding conflict prevention and peacebuilding efforts across the government.

Read Report on this meeting HERE

The campaign working group is undertaking the process of seeking more partner organisations to join in this campaign initiative. If you are interested in being involved in this campaign, please contact David Higginbottom via d.higginbottom@outlook.com or 0429 471949 or  Jonathan Pilbrow via ipan.alicesprings@gmail.com or 0403 611 815






		Public Statement 19 June 2025
IPAN condemns the unprovoked armed attack on the Iranian people 
The Independent and Peaceful Network (IPAN) condemns the unprovoked armed attack on the Iranian people, causing terror for millions of people in Teheran and other cities.

READ ON






		Add your name – Open letter to PM  Re flagrant violation of international law by US and Israel in bombing Iran- 23 June 2025

Sign HERE
 






		Support IPAN's Social Media Platforms
Please support the IPAN's use of these four main communication platforms - and share stories and posts.
IPAN website
https://ipan.org.au/ - see the options for taking action on the home page, e.g.
https://ipan.org.au/write-a-letter-to-your-politician-stand-up-to-trump-on-gaza/
Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/IndependentAndPeacefulAustraliaNetwork/
Instagram
https://www.instagram.com/ipanaustralia/
Twitter
x.com/IPAusNet  






		Call out for support for IPAN’s vital work for Independence and Peace: 

Request for regular Monthly Donations to support wages for paid staff              
Given the current state of the world, the role of the peace movement in Australia could not be more critical. IPAN, as a national network, is engaging with a wide range of pressing issues and trying to reach and engage with the broader Australian population.
To support this work, we need to work across a range of platforms and in innovative ways to promote the message of independence and peace for Australia. Having a greater social media presence helps expand IPAN’s reach and amplify other work that we do, such as  providing more exposure for our media releases, campaigns and events. 
If you would like to support the work of IPAN’s part time Social Media Worker, Cate Adams, you can donate HERE






		International






		Petition to Pacific and Pacific Rim Governments including the Australian government

IPAN urges support for this signature and solidarity campaign by the peoples of the Pacific and Pacific Rim countries of which Australia is part.
It is a call on the Australian government and all those countries' governments in our region and the petition, with signatures, will be presented to our government later this year and to the U.N General Assembly.

Please Sign HERE
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		The call on governments reads:

For sustainable peace and the survival of our peoples and environment, we urge you to:

• Refuse to join military preparations for a US-China war;
• Declare you will not fight in a US-China war;
• Declare neutrality should such a war break out;
• Do not allow your territory or waters to be used in such a war, including the collection and relay of military intelligence, sales of weapons and hosting combatant troops and facilities

Here's how to take action:

• Please sign & share the petition here!

• Email ppnpacificpeace@gmail.com if you can volunteer to help with collecting petition signatures 

* Watch & share Pascal Lottaz's interview with Bevan Ramsden and Ann Wright about the campaign.

* Register for the Pacific Peace Conference on August 2 at 9:00am-5:00pm AEST in-person in Brisbane, Australia (+ on Zoom).

Please sign Call on Governments HERE

Please propagate among friends, organisations and work mates

Let's keep Australia out of a US-China War and help prevent it.

 






		Pacific Peace Conference - 2nd August, 9am-5pm-Brisbane

Register HERE






		[image: ]






		Speakers include:
· The Hon. Ralph Regenvanu – Former Foreign Minister, Vanuatu
· Mere Tuilau – Pacific Network on Globalisation (PANG), Fiji
· Sheila Babauta – Former legislator, Northern Mariana Islands
· Senator David Shoebridge
· Dr Amy McQuire Durumbal woman
· Uncle Wayne 'Coco' Wharton
· Remah Naji - Palestine
· Alexia Fuentes- Philippine peace BAYAN
· Prof Marianne Hanson – International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN)
· Prof Donna Weeks – Japan Peace Studies
· Elliot Darcy – Labor Against War
· Alison Broinowski – World Beyond War
The conference is supported by:
Independent and Peaceful Australia Network (IPAN),  Pacific Peace Network, International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN), Women's International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF), Queensland Nurses and Midwives’ Union (QNMU),  Just Peace Qld, World Beyond War, and the International Peace Bureau (IPB) UNAAQ

Register HERE






		[image: ]






		On July 14, join us for a Zoom "actionar" to take coordinated action together to simultaneously post on social media and submit letters to the editor to local newspapers to amplify the #CloseBases message worldwide. We’ll provide you with templates and assistance in real time. We’ll also hear updates from leaders of anti-bases movements from around the world! The day of action is timed with World BEYOND War’s release of a new global report on the impact of military bases worldwide.

We’re hosting the online day of action at 2 times on Monday, July 14 to make it accessible to the most time zones: 10:00am ET and 8:00pm ET. Register for the time that works best for you!

Learn more HERE






		Palestine - Gaza -Iran
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		Protests in Perth against genocide in Gaza and US illegal bombing of Iran
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		With acknowledgement to Pearls and Irritations, July 4, 

Genocide in Gaza: History repeats itself

Refaat Ibrahim
 
For the past 21 months, I have endured the painful experience of displacement, moving between tents under relentless bombardment in Gaza.
Time and again, I’ve asked myself: how long does it take for the world to recognise crimes against humanity? In Gaza, the Israeli military campaign’s genocidal intent and the sheer scale of the catastrophe seem self-evident.
And yet, history reveals a shameful global record when it comes to acknowledging such atrocities, often delaying recognition and action until long after they unfold. This article examines the ongoing genocide in Gaza, drawing parallels with historical precedents that exposed the world’s inertia and calls for immediate intervention to halt this humanitarian disaster and secure justice.

READ ON
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		Sanction Israel Now - National Convergence on Canberra, Sunday 20 July - Tuesday 22 July.

Our Demand: A united call for sanctions on Israel now!

Placing sanctions on Israel is within reach of what the government can do to end the genocide in Gaza. We need the government to introduce broad sanctions against the entire state of Israel that include a targeted arms embargos against the transfer of weapons and weapons components used in the genocide, economic sanctions, travel bans, and more.

The International Court of Justice has already ruled that under the Rome Statute, Australia has a responsibility to stop genocide. At present, the Labor Government is failing in its legal obligations.

For over 600 days, we have rallied, picketed, written to MPs, marched, and more, and so together we will take our demands to the doors of our government for the opening of the 48th Parliament to ensure that our demand is loud, clear, and cannot be ignored.

A united call for sanctions is a demand that everyone fighting for a free Palestine can support. Under this demand, groups and organisations can include their specific demands and statements of involvement through their respective groups and networks. As a broad and united campaign, the demand for sanctions on Israel will encompass a wide array of groups and concerned community members that will be mobilising to take our demands directly to the seat of power.

The Convergence has been endorsed widely across the continent, and groups are already organising to get to Canberra.

If you have not done so already, please endorse the Convergence on Canberra here:   sanctionisraelnow.com/endorsement-form/  

Full details of the CONVERGENCE PROGRAM  HERE






		 
AUKUS & Nuclear issues & War
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		READ ON
 






		Ten Crossbench Federal Members of Parliament call for AUKUS Inquiry

In letter to Deputy PM Richard Marles they say:
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		READ their letter to Richard Marles, HERE
 






		AUKUS Reviewed – a contrary voice from the military 14 June 2025
The United States Government has recently announced a review of the AUKUS pact.
This has led to a chorus of voices from both the main political parties as well as serving military leaders, emphasising the vital importance of AUKUS to Australia.   Up until now this has been virtually the only position given time on the national broadcaster ABC.
Finally a voice strongly critical of AUKUS has been heard – on Alice Springs local  ABC “Drive” program 14th June 2025.  Former Major Cameron Leckie was interviewed at depth over his concerns about AUKUS. 

Listen HERE






		Australian Naval Nuclear Power Safety Regulations – public consultation
Defence has released the draft Australian Naval Nuclear Power Safety Regulations for public consultation. These Regulations focus on licencing facilities and materials for regulated activities related to naval nuclear propulsion.
Defence is inviting key stakeholders and the Australian public to share their views.
This is an opportunity for groups and individuals to provide feedback on the specific details of the draft Regulations for the Australian Naval Nuclear Power Safety Regulator.
Parties that may wish to be involved in this consultation include state governments, defence industry, unions, First Nations groups and local communities.

The public consultation period will run from 9 am on 2 July to 5 pm AEST on 30 July 2025.

To be involved: Go To https://www.defence.gov.au/about/reviews-inquiries/australian-naval-nuclear-power-safety-regulations-public-consultation






		Nuclear waste and militarism in the NT – Jorgen Doyle talk – June 2025
Jorgen Doyle addresses the IPAN Members meeting in June 2025 on nuclear waste and militarism in the NT.
Jorgen Doyle is a freelance journalist and horticulturalist living in Mparntwe/ AliceSprings, CentralArrernte Country. He writes on the expansion of US and Australian military presence in Northern Australia, and is involved in local environmental justice and Palestine solidarity campaigns.

View his presentation HERE
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		"A US military mega-contractor assisting an Australian company to develop a proposal for a nuclear waste dump in Central Australia has a flawed safety record in handling nuclear waste storage", says Jorgen Doyle.
 






		Defence, Sovereignty and Independence
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		Brisbane July 4 Independence from the United States of America protest 

In the wake of the US bombing of Iran and their support for the Israeli government's genocidal bombing of Gaza, as well as Prime Minister Albanese’s expression of support for the illegal, immoral and extremely dangerous act of aggression against Iran, the Independent and Peaceful Australia Network (IPAN) called a national day of action on Friday 4th July (Independence Day in the US) to call for Australian independence from the US.

We met outside the hotel hosting a lunch meeting of the American Chamber of Commerce and the LNP Premier David Crissafuli. Lots of placards and speeches from a range of Brisbane peace activists






		With acknowledgement to Pearls and Irritations, June 12, 2025
 
Hugh White and our post-American future

by Henry Reynolds   
        
In his new Quarterly Essay, Hard New World, Hugh White delivers a devastating attack on Australia’s current defence policies.

Wider than a critique of both sides of politics, it represents a challenge to the community at large. He addresses what he refers to as, “the failure of our entire political system to respond to a changed world”.

And what is more disturbing is that the failure “starts at the top”. Anthony Albanese, he observes, is “patently uneasy whenever questions of defence and foreign policy are raised” reflecting both a lack of interest and a lack of expertise.........

White’s advice that to navigate our way towards our post-American future we must tell Washington that we will not be involved in a war about Taiwan must be supplemented with the instruction they should also remove both personnel and equipment from our tropical north.

Read on

 






		With acknowledgement to The Conversation, June 6,2025

Friday essay: let’s rethink Australia’s national security – and focus on fairness and climate action, not blind fealty to the US

by Emma Shortis

The America we thought we knew is not coming back. America in 2028 will be different, perhaps worse. And Australians, along with much of the world, are eager for something different.

In polling conducted by The Australia Institute in February 2025, 44% of respondents agreed that it is in Australia’s interests to pursue a more independent foreign policy. The way we think about our relationship with the United States, and our role in the world, is changing and changing quickly.

Those who insist that we can carry on as we always have, that we can just ride Trump out, or that we have to remain close to his version of America because that is the way we have always ensured our “security” are leaving the field open to bad-faith actors, making our world even less safe.

Read on






		
Diplomacy as the first line of Defence

What needs to be done?

Prof. Jocelyn Chey, former DEFAT professional.

Listen HERE 

 






		APSF Webinar: Abandoning our fears: Finding peace and security in our region, 6pm, Tuesday 8 July 2025.
The world is in disarray.  The attack by Israel on Iran has caused many to fear regional conflict in the Middle East. European countries, Canada and others are concluding the US is no longer a reliable ally.   Can Australia rely on US protection?  As President Trump has stated so clearly, “America will act in its own interests’.”
Australia now has a unique opportunity to rethink our national security based on our interests and those of our near neighbours.
Speakers:
· Hon Gareth Evans AC, Distinguished Honorary Professor at the Australian National University.  A former Senator in the Australian Parliament, Evans was Australia’s Foreign Minister from 1988-96.
· Kishore Mahbubani is a veteran diplomat, student of philosophy, and celebrated author.  He is currently a Distinguished Fellow at the National University of Singapore’s Asia Research Institute.  He was President of the UN Security Council (Jan 2001, May 2002).
REGISTER HERE
 






		Human Rights and Democracy






		NSW police attack protesters outside Company making military parts for Israel
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		Hannah Thomas, one of the protesters, could lose the sight of one eye due to the police attack






		With acknowledgement to Pearls and Irritations, July 4, 2025

What are police allowed to do at protests and who keeps them in check?

by Kelly Hine, Dominique Montz, Hena Prince

Earlier this week, former Greens candidate Hannah Thomas was hospitalised with  serious injuries after being arrested at a protest in Sydney.
This incident sparked a public outcry, raising questions about the limits of police power and what happens when things go wrong.
Protests are becoming  more common and more intense across Australia and worldwide. This surge stems from growing social and political concerns.
The right to peacefully protest is a  fundamental aspect of democratic societies. It gives people the freedom to gather, speak out, and push for change.

Read On
 






		With acknowledgement to The Guardian, 13th June 2025

400 Nobel Laureates, scientists, writers and artists speak out on the threat of fascism

We are Nobel laureates, scientists, writers and artists. The threat of fascism is back

Open letter

As in 1925, we scientists, philosophers, writers, artists and citizens of the world have a responsibility to denounce and resist the resurgence of fascism in all its forms. We call on all those who value democracy to act:
· Defend democratic, cultural and educational institutions. Call out abuses of democratic principles and human rights. Refuse pre-emptive compliance.
· Join collective actions, locally and internationally. Boycott and strike when possible. Make resistance impossible to ignore and costly to repress.
· Uphold facts and evidence. Foster critical thinking and engage with your communities on these grounds.
This is an ongoing struggle. Let our voices, our work and our principles be a bulwark against authoritarianism. Let this message be a renewed declaration of defiance.
· Nobel laureates: Eric Maskin, Roger B Myerson, Alvin E Roth, Lars Peter Hansen, Oliver Hart, Daron Acemoglu, Wolfgang Ketterle, John C Mather, Brian P Schmidt, Michel Mayor, Takaaki Kajita, Giorgio Parisi, Pierre Agostini, Joachim Frank, Richard J Roberts, Leland Hartwell, Paul Nurse, Jack W Szostak, Edvard I Moser, May-Britt Moser, Harvey James Alter, Victor Ambros, Gary Ruvkun, Barry James Marshall, Craig Mello, Charles Rice
· Leading scholars on fascism and democracy: Ruth Ben-Ghiat, Timothy Snyder, Jason Stanley, Claudia Koonz, Mia Fuller, Giovanni De Luna and Andrea Mammone
· The full list of signatories can be found here
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		SIGN THE PETITION
What can I do to support freedom of speech and academic freedom at University of Queensland?
1. Sign and share our petition, calling on the VC to honour ALL the promises made in the Statement of Commitment (View Statement of Commitment Here)
2. Write to the VC, asking her to honour all aspects of the Statement of Commitment, and to make a serious commitment to freedom of speech and academic freedom at UQ. Email the VC at vc@uq.edu.au; (Click here for some suggested text) 
3. Join our public forum at 12noon, Tuesday, 5 August.

SIGN THE PETITION

 






		962 days in solitary confinement under the orders of the United States

Support Dan Duggan's family in their fight to overturn extradition to the U.S. decision 
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			Court date set
Dan and his family finally have a hearing date set for August to determine if the former Attorney General's decision to allow the US extradition was flawed.
It's been 962 days since Dan was thrown into solitary confinement with no Australian charges. The family has been refused legal aid, their home has been confiscated and Dan, the main income earner is gone. 

Read full update HERE

Read the background to Dan Duggan's arrest and solitary confinement under the orders of the United States, HERE









		[image: A black and white sign

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]






			Together, we must push for a pardon for Julian and ensure that the persecution he endured is never repeated again.



	HERE’S WHAT YOU CAN DO TODAY



	1. EMAIL PRESIDENT TRUMP AND THE PARDON ATTORNEY ✉️



	With a new pardon attorney soon to be appointed, we need your help to make our request for a pardon for Julian impossible to ignore. Join the 6,000+ people who have already sent an email to President Trump.

EMAIL NOW
	2. DONATE 🙏



	Your support is crucial as we continue pushing for a pardon to reverse the dangerous precedent set by Julian’s plea agreement. Can you chip in $25 to the campaign to raise awareness and support for Julian’s pardon?

DONATE HERE












		Interesting articles
 






		With acknowledgement to Pearls and Irritations, 13th June, 2025

Two remote islands with a common purpose

Alison Broinowski    

After a decades-long fight, Prime Minister Starmer in late May gave up Britain’s possession of the Chagos Islands in the Indian Ocean, while Australia keeps the Cocos (Keeling) Islands, our most distant Indian Ocean territory. The United States military has continuing use of both.

The two archipelagos differ in many ways, but they are both former British colonies and are links in the American chain of containment that stretches around China from the East China Sea to the Persian Gulf.

READ ON
 






		Coming Events







			APSF Webinar: Abandoning our fears: Finding peace and security in our region, 6pm,AEST, Tuesday 8 July 2025. Register [http://APSF Webinar: Abandoning our fears: Finding peace and security in our region, 6pm, Tuesday 8 July 2025.]HERE






		Launch of IPAN's Campaign to Cancel AUKUS and the Force Posture Agreement:
Sunday 13th July, 2pm AEST
Register HERE






		WBW Global Day of Media Action to close bases - July 14- Details HERE






		Sanction Israel Now- National Convergence on Canberra - 20-22 July. Details HERE






		CANCEL AUKUS - No war with China Form- Sat July 26th 2pm, Marrickville Library Annex. Registration via QR code in date- claimer above.






		Register for the Pacific Peace Conference on August 2 at 9:00am-5:00pm AEST in-person in Brisbane, Australia (+ on Zoom).
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			RAPID PUBLIC RESPONSE
In the event of an imminent major military conflict, military invasion or war actually breaking out, IPAN organisations in the following states, urge everyone to rally :
 
In Melbourne, outside the State Library in Swanston St, Melbourne, from 5pm that evening- bring banners and placards - family and friends
 
In Adelaide, on Parliament Steps at 4.30 pm that evening – bring banners and placards – family and friends.
 
In Newcastle, at the Clocktower, Hamilton, 4.30pm that evening- bring banners and placards and tell family and friends 
 
In Canberra, on the median strip at the corner of London Circuit and Northbourne Ave. 

In Brisbane, at King George Square, 5 pm
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Australia must review AUKUS now

Grassroots anti-AUKUS campaign, Labor Against War, has called on the federal Labor
government to immediately launch an independent review into the AUKUS nuclear
submarines pact that will cost Australians at least $375 billion in coming decades.

The call comes as the US Defence Department announced a snap review into AUKUS to
see if it meets US President Donald Trump’s “America First” agenda.

When Scott Morrison announced AUKUS in 2021, the Labor front bench spent less than
24 hours considering whether to back the deal and pushed fait accompli acceptance
through caucus and National Conference with minimal scrutiny.

National patron of Labor Against War, former ALP Senator Doug Cameron, said:
“Australians spend more time and due diligence reviewing the purchase of a television
ora car than the Labor front bench spent kicking the tyres on AUKUS.
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A parliamentary inquiry into AUKUS should look at both Pillar 1 and Pillar 2 of AUKUS and could
examine matters such as:

The strategic rationale for AUKUS, given the evolving geopolitical environment;

The opportunity costs associated with choosing these defence capabilities over others;

The feasibility and timeline of the nuclear submarine program, the current progress against this
timeline, the risk of delivery delays or failure, and the associated mitigation actions;

The impact on Australia’s sovereignty and foreign policy independence; and

The role of public consultation and parliamentary debate in ongoing scrutiny of the agreement.

The inquiry could be undertaken through a new Joint Select Committee or other similar arrangement,
and should report back before the end of the year. Reflecting the diversity of the 48" parliament, the
inquiry must include members of the crossbench.
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Ms Thomas, who took this flipped image using her phone's front-facing camera, could lose her eye, her
lawyer says. (Supplied)
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