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IPAN Activities 

 

IPAN National Conference 2026- Adelaide- 24-26th July, 

2026 

 

BOOK NOW 

https://events.humanitix.com/ipan-national-conference-2026


  

 

Includes Climate Crisis, Indigenous Rights, AUKUS, Palestine, 

World Order/Disorder and the urgency to break free of the USA. 

 

Book now with this link 

 

Guest presenter, Abby Martin, film maker of "The Earth's Greatest 

Enemy". Details of full speaker line up in next edition of Voice. 

  

IPAN Media Release: 5th January, 2026 

 

Illegal invasion of Venezuela by the United States 
must be condemned 

 

The Independent and Peaceful Australia Network (IPAN) calls on 

Prime Minister Anthony Albanese to unequivocally condemn the illegal 

invasion of Venezuela by the United States, which culminated in the 

extra-judicial kidnapping of the nation's democratically elected 

President, Nicolás Maduro and his wife and top adviser, Cilia Flores. 

  

‘This act of aggression constitutes a flagrant violation of international 

law and the sovereignty of a peaceful nation’, said IPAN 

spokesperson, Ms Kathryn Kelly. 

https://events.humanitix.com/ipan-national-conference-2026


 

  

The international community is already voicing its opposition. 

Colombian President Gustavo Petro has alerted the world to the attack 

on Venezuela, and the Spanish Foreign Ministry has called for de-

escalation and adherence to international law. 

  

‘Australia must add its voice to this growing chorus of condemnation’, 

Ms Kelly said. 

 

READ ON 

  

IPAN Submission to the Joint Standing Committee on 

Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade 

 

Inquiry into the Role of Australia's International Development 

Program in Preventing Conflict 

 

I. Introduction and Executive Summary 

The Independent and Peaceful Australia Network (IPAN) is a network 

of organisations and individuals from across Australia, united by a 

commitment to a truly independent and peaceful foreign policy. IPAN 

welcomes the opportunity to contribute to this inquiry into the role of 

Australia's international development program in preventing conflict, as 

referred by the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Senator the Hon Penny 

Wong. 

This submission puts forward a paradigm shift: a Development as 

Defence doctrine. We argue that in an era defined by an escalating 

climate crisis, Australia’s national security can no longer be 

guaranteed by traditional military alliances and defence spending 

alone. Instead, international development focused on climate resilience 

must form the core of our nation’s security strategy. 

As a network promoting peace and independence, within a social 

justice framework, IPAN is united by a commitment to promoting an 

independent, non-aligned, and peaceful Australian foreign policy. Our 

core belief is that genuine peace and security are achieved not through 

military means or geopolitical alignment, but through addressing the 

https://mcusercontent.com/d3766f6de66f92775b3ee224d/files/99e1b24a-ae56-ced8-fc01-0f490609ba8e/Continuation_of_IPAN_MR_of_5th_Jan_on_Venezuela.docx


 

root causes of conflict: poverty, inequality, injustice, and the climate 

crisis. We contend that Australia's international development program, 

or Official Development Assistance (ODA), can only be an effective 

tool for conflict prevention if it is fundamentally reformed. 

READ ON 

 

 

AUKUS Issues 

 

Sydney Morning Herald, 12th January, 2026 

 

‘High probability of failure’: Former top official’s dire 
AUKUS warning” 

 

By Matthew Knott 

 

Plans to develop a new class of nuclear-powered submarine for 

Australia and the United Kingdom under the AUKUS pact are likely to 

collapse because of the shambolic state of the UK’s submarine 

service, a former top British defence official has warned. 

 

READ ON 

https://mcusercontent.com/d3766f6de66f92775b3ee224d/files/d4972c28-a932-400b-de23-7ce484194ad9/IPAN_Submission.docx
https://mcusercontent.com/d3766f6de66f92775b3ee224d/files/a8f52967-a4b1-4cdf-48cf-087a82570803/Continuation_of_article_on_likelihood_of_AUKUS_failure.docx


 

 

Michael West Media, 5th January 2026 

  

Revealed: Australia’s secret Anti-Protest Force for US 

Department of War 
by Rex Patrick 

As public concerns over the AUKUS alliance rise – with expanding US 

bases in Australia and Donald Trump’s belligerent conduct, FOI 

documents reveal the Government is secretly expanding its ‘US 

Department of War Protest’ Force. Rex Patrick reports. 

Most people won’t be aware that the Australian Federal Police (AFP) 

has established a new command. 

Headed by Commissioner Krissy Barrett, our national police force is 

made up of five regional commands (Northern, Eastern, Central, 

Southern and Western) and a number of functional commanders 

dealing variously with crime, fraud and corruption, cyber operations, 

counter-terrorism and special investigations, and protective 

security.  No surprises there – the AFP structure is well established 

and pretty much what you would expect. 

But now there’s a new AFP “AUKUS Command”, established with little 

fanfare and headed by AFP Assistant Commissioner Sandra Booth. 

https://michaelwest.com.au/author/rex-patrick/


 

READ ON 
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National Day of Action against AUKUS and US Bases Feb 

21-22 

https://mcusercontent.com/d3766f6de66f92775b3ee224d/files/33abf466-4ba4-0134-5c8b-da57f23c3fea/Contnuation_of_Rex_Patrick_article_on_AUKUS_Command_force.docx


 

 



 

 

International Issues 

 

  

 

Stand with Greenland 

 

SIGN HERE 

 

 

 

To the people of Greenland: 
"We stand with you. 
 
We will not let Greenland be treated as a property deal or a bargaining 
chip. It is your home and your nation. 
 
The threats of a single bully will not decide your future – only you will. 
 
Humanity has fended off corrupt autocrats countless times, and 
together, we have what it takes to resist intimidation. 
 
We will do what we can to get our leaders to stand up against 
coercion and draw the line. 
 
This is our commitment. You are not alone." 

 

SIGN HERE 

https://secure.avaaz.org/campaign/en/stand_with_greenland_loc/?copy&utm_source=copy&utm_medium=social_share&utm_campaign=56647&share_location=campaign_page
https://secure.avaaz.org/campaign/en/stand_with_greenland_loc/?byKTYtb&v=171758&cl=22504350179&_checksum=dc450a0558abfbf4533b239bf60c895c01ee0a2e4e92ea7949f573a71804b0fa&utm_source=email&utm_medium=blast_email&utm_campaign=171758


 

ABC News,15th January, 2026 

 

Why Australia is investing in defence infrastructure at 

five military sites in the Philippines 

 

by Hugo Hodge 

 

 

 

Australia's defence spending this year is set to include infrastructure 
projects at five military bases in the Philippines.  
The bases are all located on the island of Luzon, in proximity to the 
contested South China Sea and self-governing Taiwan — two major 
flashpoints in regional relations. 
The investments come as Australia and the South-East Asian nation 
are expected to sign a new pact to increase collaboration between 
their defence forces. 
 

READ ON 

https://mcusercontent.com/d3766f6de66f92775b3ee224d/files/f436d40c-59f8-b0a2-ec9d-0b76b7763a75/Continuation_of_aertricle_on_ADF_in_the_Philippines.docx


 

 

 

Speech by Shirley Winton at Venezuelan Solidarity Rally- 
Melbourne 

 

People of Venezuela and Australia need 
independence from the US. 

 

I’m on the unceded land of the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation.  I 
stand in solidarity with the First People’s 230 years long struggle for 
sovereignty, self-determination and liberation from colonialism. 
 
Two weeks have passed since the US invasion of Venezuela and 
abduction of Venezuelan President Maduro and Celia Flores.  In that 2 
weeks Trump, the mouthpiece and engine for US imperialism, has 
escalated threats of invading Iran and Greenland.  Openly interfering 
to overthrow other countries’ governments. (We’ve experienced this 
US interference here already in the 1975 coup of the Whitlam 
government.) 

 

READ ON 

 

Democratic Rights/ Freedom of Speech 

https://mcusercontent.com/d3766f6de66f92775b3ee224d/files/aa0f8580-4938-8ba1-98b2-075dfb3a000c/Continuation_of_Shirley_Winton_039_s_speech.docx


 

Palestine Advocacy Network speaks up on the recently 
passed "Hate Speech" Laws 

 

Media Release: Palestine Advocacy Network: 21st January, 2026 

The passage of new federal hate speech and “hate group” laws marks 
a dangerous escalation in the suppression of political dissent in 
Australia and represents the most serious threat to protest rights in 
generations. 
Rushed through Parliament under the guise of urgency, the legislation 
enshrines anti-Palestinian racism in our laws. It was passed without 
proper scrutiny, without due process safeguards, and without genuine 
consultation with civil liberties organisations, affected communities, or 
human rights advocates. Despite repeated warnings, Parliament chose 
speed over scrutiny and fear over democratic principle. This was 
clearly a deliberate choice. 
These laws dramatically expand state power to police speech, 
association, and protest. Their vague definitions and broad 
enforcement mechanisms create a chilling environment in which 
political advocacy – particularly pro-Palestinian organising and 
opposition to Israel’s genocide and apartheid – is criminalised. 
Racism in all its forms must be confronted wherever it occurs. But 
exploiting tragedy to divide the community, to justify sweeping, ill-
defined restrictions on protest and political expression is harmful, 
counterproductive, and deeply dangerous. Everyone has the right to 
live free from fear, to gather in community, to speak the truth, and to 
practise their faith in safety. 
 

READ ON 

 

Palestine/Gaza 

Broad Opposition to President Isaac Herzog Visit 
By Palestine Advocacy Network 

  

  
The Australian Government’s invitation to Israeli President 
Isaac Herzog has prompted widespread opposition across 
civil society, including from multiple non-Zionist Jewish 
organisations, Palestinian advocacy groups and legal 
experts. Critics cite findings by the UN Commission of 
Inquiry that Herzog has engaged in rhetoric amounting to 
incitement to genocide, now referenced in proceedings 

https://mcusercontent.com/d3766f6de66f92775b3ee224d/files/bd6d29ea-dfb5-cc48-2ff1-4d8d4ff47aaa/Continuation_of_media_release_by_PAN_on_the_.docx


 

before the International Court of Justice, and warn the visit 
risks breaching Australia’s obligations under the Genocide 
Convention and inflaming community tensions. Significant 
protests are expected if the visit proceeds, including 
substantial Jewish participation, reflecting deep concern 
about the political, legal and social consequences of 
hosting the Israeli head of state. 

  

  
 

 

SMH Full page advertisement 

 

Australians for Humanity demand that the invitation 
to the President of Israel to visit Australia be 
withdrawn 

 

Full details HERE 

 

www.ipan.org.au 
 

Email:  ipan.australia@gmail.com 

 

 

 

https://mcusercontent.com/d3766f6de66f92775b3ee224d/files/f704a357-dfc4-f589-700a-bc2d78ac3e78/Full_Page_advert_on_Herzog_visit_SMH_15_Jan_2026.01.pdf

