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National Day of Action against AUKUS and US Bases- Feb 21-22- See
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Australia seals UK defence deal with $300 million for AUKUS sub
reactors by David Crowe of SMH
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Australia and the "Epstein Coalition". Invasion of Iran a disaster by
Michael West

Jeffrey Sachs: US & Israel attack Iran. War is spreading across the
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"It's the end of US military and political hegemony": Douglas
Macgregor, retired US Colonel
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Defending the democratic right of political speech and assembly in
Australia by Bevan Ramsden



We need a Human Rights Act in NSW - Jenny Leong MP

Sign the petition: Repeal, don't expand, ASIO's authoritarian secret
police powers- Australian Citizens Party

Antidotes for pepper spray
Coming Events

SYDNEY: Become and Evolutionary catalyst: Mon 9th March, 5pm,
UTS Startups, 3 Broadway, Ultimo, NSW

SYDNEY: Protest- Hands off Iran Ceasefire now - Scrap AUKUS ; Sat
March 14 4-m Sydney Town Hall

MELBOURNE: Community Workshop-Help sink AUKUS before
AUKUS sinks Australia- Sat 14th March 1-3pm, MUA Office, 46 Ireland
St., West Melbourne

CANBERRA: Folk for Peace Justice- Entertainment- Sunday 22nd
March, at 5pm at Gang Gang Cafe & Bar, Frencham PI., Downer, ACT

BRISBANE: Palm Sunday, Sunday 29th March, 3pm: Rally for Peace
& Justice, 2026

IPAN Activities



More than 100 children reportedly killed in school bombing in Iran

Media Release: 3rd March,2026

IPAN Condemns Iran School Bombing & UK’s Role in
Escalating Conflict

The Independent and Peaceful Australia Network (IPAN) calls on the
Australian Prime Minister to unequivocally condemn the recent
bombing of a school in Iran, which has reportedly killed over 100
people, mostly children, as part of a broader bombing campaign that
has killed at least 555 Iranians[i].

‘This shocking loss of innocent life is a brutal escalation of an already
illegal conflict and demands immediate and forceful condemnation
from the Australian government’, said Ms Annette Brownlie,
Chairperson of IPAN.

‘Australia’s complicity through the Pine Gap surveillance base, which
provides intelligence gathering, targeting data for United States strikes,
and missile defence, makes a clear and independent stance from our
government even more urgent’, said Ms Brownlie.

‘We also call on the Australian Government to condemn the Israeli
bombing of Beirut which reportedly killed 31 people and injured 149’,
said Ms Brownlie.

READ ON

Media Release 1st March, 2026:

IPAN Condemns US and Israeli Attacks on Iran and
calls for an Immediate Return to Negotiations


https://mcusercontent.com/d3766f6de66f92775b3ee224d/files/3535f0e7-517b-6e8a-fb95-e01f5d096b00/Continuation_of_IPAN_MR_of_3rd_March_2026.docx

IPAN calls on the Australian government to:

Provide a transparent and unequivocal assurance that no
Australian facilities or personnel were used in support of
the attacks on Iran.

Publicly condemn the attacks as a violation of international
law and the United Nations (UN) Charter.

Urge all parties to cease hostilities and return to diplomatic
negotiations immediately.

Reaffirm Australia’s unwavering commitment to the UN and
its obligations as a member state.

Follow the lead of the UK, which refused the US use of its
airfields, including those on Diego Garcia, in support of an
attack on Iran, and adopt a similarly firm and independent
position.

It is time for Australia to have the courage to break free
from the US alliance.

The Independent and Peaceful Australia Network (IPAN)
unequivocally condemns the recent military strikes on Iran by the
United States and Israel. IPAN calls on the Australian government to
commit to a path of de-escalation and diplomacy.

READ ON

IPAN National Conference 2026- Adelaide- 24-26th July,

2026

BOOK NOW (Click on "Register" box)



https://events.humanitix.com/ipan-national-conference-2026
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Includes Climate Crisis, Indigenous Rights, AUKUS, Palestine,
World Order/Disorder and the urgency to break free of the USA

Book now with this link (Click on the "Register" box)

The conference with be structured into four major topic areas over the
two days.

1. Super power tensions and the March to War. How do we stop
WW3?

2. Australia- Break the economic and military dominance with the
US. How to organise for Australian Independence.

3. Local and regional activists - Anti-AUKUS groups, IPAN
branches outline of strategy; what’s worked what's not worked in
the context of changing conditions

4. Developing the movement to Break Free from the US;
Strengthening the movement; Climate-Indigenous-Civil liberties-
Workers orgs

Workshops will follow each sessions speakers’ presentations enabling
maximum involvement of conference participants

Key Presenters:


https://events.humanitix.com/ipan-national-conference-2026

Abby Martin US activist Filmmaker Earth's Greatest

Enemy https://youtu.be/rphBWk15 h4

Prof Richard Tanter, Expert on US bases in Australia

Senator David Shoebridge Greens spokesperson for Defence
Vivian McKenzie Indigenous elder fighting the nuclear waste dump in
South Australia

Rodrigo Acuna independent Latin American affairs specialist
Naek Fores Guam peace activist

Mike Khizan AFOPA Australian Friends of Palestine Assn

Emma Shortis Expert on US empire (the Australia Institute)
Humphrey McQueen (Historian)

IPAN speakers Derek Burke, Bevan Ramsden and Shirley Winton
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Earth’s Greatest Enemy reveals a hidden truth behind the climate
crisis: the role of the U.S. military as the world’s largest institutional
polluter, tracing the link between war, empire, and ecological
destruction. Drawing on powerful testimonies from veterans, scientists,
and frontline communities, it uncovers how military operations poison
ecosystems, accelerate global warming, and sacrifice the future for
endless expansion. From Alaska’s melting glaciers to contaminated
bases across the U.S. and toxic battlefields abroad, Earth’s Greatest
Enemy delivers a provocative and unflinching examination of the
untouchable institution playing an outsized role in the climate crisis.


https://youtu.be/rphBWk15_h4

Australia-wide screening of Abby Winter’s Film : “Earth’s
Greatest Enemy”, organised by IPAN

Hobart: Sunday 15 March, 2:00 pm — 5:00 pm, Moonah Arts
Centre, 23-27 Albert Rd, Moonah TAS

2-hour film screening by a Q&A panel

Booking:
https://events.humanitix.com/earth-care-people-care-not-
warfare?hxchl=hex-qrc&hxref=evt

Mparntwe/Alice Springs, Wednesday 22 April, Time TBC (Earth
Day)

Alice Spring Cinema TBC

2-hour film screening

Adelaide: Semaphore, SA

Friday June 5th World, 7.00 — 10.00 pm
Odeon Star Cinema (World Environment Day)
2-hour film screening followed by a Q&A panel
Booking: https:

with-abby-martin-film-maker-in-semaphore

Brisbane: Friday 5 June, 6:30pm - 9:30pm AEST
New Farm Cinema, 701 Brunswick St, New Farm QLD
Earth’s Greatest Enemy — 2 hour film screening and panel discussion

Booking: https://events.humanitix.com/earths-greatest-enemy-

film-and-panel-discussion-brisbane

Canberra: Friday 5 June, 6.00 pm (World Environment Day)
Dendy Cinema Civic
2-hour film screening followed by a Q&A panel

Perth: Tuesday, 21 July Time 5.45 - 9.00 pm

Luna Leederville Cinema, 155 Oxford St, Leederville
2-hour film screening followed by short talks and Q&A with
filmmaker Abby Martin


https://events.humanitix.com/earth-care-people-care-not-warfare?hxchl=hex-qrc&hxref=evt
https://events.humanitix.com/earth-care-people-care-not-warfare?hxchl=hex-qrc&hxref=evt
https://events.humanitix.com/film-and-panel-discussion-with-abby-martin-film-maker-in-semaphore
https://events.humanitix.com/film-and-panel-discussion-with-abby-martin-film-maker-in-semaphore
https://events.humanitix.com/earths-greatest-enemy-film-and-panel-discussion-brisbane
https://events.humanitix.com/earths-greatest-enemy-film-and-panel-discussion-brisbane

Adelaide Wednesday, 22 July, 7.00 — 10.00 pm

Capri Cinema

2-hour film screening followed by Q&A with flmmaker Abby Martin
Booking: https://events.humanitix.com/earth-s-greatest-enemy-film-
and-panel-discussion-with-abby-martin-film-maker-adelaide

Melbourne: Monday, 27 July Time TBC
Venue TBC
2-hour film screening followed by Q&A with flmmaker Abby Martin

Wollongong: Tuesday, 28 July, 5.30pm for 6 - 8.30pm
Fraternity Club, Fairy Meadow,

2-hour film screening followed by Q&A with flmmaker Abby Martin
Booking: https://actionnetwork.org/ticketed events/earths-
greatest-enemy-wollongong?source=direct link&

Sydney, Friday, 5" June, 6.30pm, NSW Teacher Federation, 23-33
Mary St, Surrey Hills. Tickets $15 and $10 concession

Sydney: Wednesday 29" July, 6.30pm, Dendy Cinema, 261 King St
Newtown. Tickets: $20 $10 concession.
Q & A with Abby Martin; facilitator Scott Ludlam


https://events.humanitix.com/earth-s-greatest-enemy-film-and-panel-discussion-with-abby-martin-film-maker-adelaide
https://events.humanitix.com/earth-s-greatest-enemy-film-and-panel-discussion-with-abby-martin-film-maker-adelaide
https://actionnetwork.org/ticketed_events/earths-greatest-enemy-wollongong?source=direct_link&
https://actionnetwork.org/ticketed_events/earths-greatest-enemy-wollongong?source=direct_link&

IPAN Podcast:

Defending our right of freedom of political speech
and assembly LISTEN HERE

IPAN Call on Supporters - Donating to improve outreach
and effectiveness of IPAN

Donate HERE

AUKUS Issues

National Day of Action against AUKUS and US Bases Feb
21-22

Brisbane


https://ipan.org.au/democratic-rights-an-ipan-podcast-5-march-2026/
https://ipan.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d3766f6de66f92775b3ee224d&id=923e66d272&e=8ef5b7f4e3
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REPORT ON Just Peace QLD Action on February
215 2026.

Just Peace QLD organised a vigil in King George Square, Brisbane,
whose objective was to bring the attention of residents of our city to the
large number of military bases in Australia. Almost all these facilities
are used by the United States of America. This situation means that
Australia is closely bound to the espionage, personnel training, and
weapons testing activities of the USA. And one way or another
facilitates wars and civil unrest all over the world. Furthermore, these
bases are the source of intense pollution of Australia’s land,
waterways, and air. The global footprint of America’s military in this
regard is powerfully documented in the film Earth’s Greatest Enemy,
directed, and produced by internationally renowned journalists Abby
Martin and Mike Prysner.

The film will be shown in Brisbane on Friday June 5" at 6:30pm at the
New Farm Cinemas.

The vigil was attended by about 25 people from many groups in
Brisbane who are deeply concerned about this issue.

Canberra



GLOBAL DAYS OF
ACTION TO
#CLOSEBASES

See details of Sydney protest HERE

Melbourne


https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/o3vspauc1a6mcfs689g3m/CloseBases-part1.mp4?rlkey=bitnex9v5d9ny5tqw7j036ar9&st=lel90jor&dl=0

Global Day of Actions against US bases and AUKUS

On Saturday 21st February members of the No AUKUS Coalition
Victoria (NAV) gathered on the steps of the State Library, Victoria in
Melbourne's CBD to protest against AUKUS and US bases in
Australia. Information leaflets opposing AUKUS were handed out and
discussions were held with passers by. Many photos were taken by
passers by, including tourists.

Adelaide

] No Aus\ra\ian Involvement A
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Global Day of Action against US Bases and their MIC

On 21 February, protestors from Adelaide/Kaurna Yerta converged on
the Royal Australian Air Force base at Edinburgh, north of Adelaide.



Like the rest of the Australian Defence Force (ADF), this base has
become interoperable and interchangeable with the U.S. military. The
groups involved in this protest action were Disrupt Arms Traders and
IPAN-SA.

Global arms dealers have established themselves inside this base,
under the protection of the Australian Defence Force. Northrop
Grumman, Lockheed Martin, BAE Systems, Raytheon, Airbus, and
others operate weapons programs there.

READ complete report HERE

Perth

Stop AUKUS WA and IPAN members gathered with other peace
activists in Rockingham on Sunday 22nd of Feb to participate in the
global day of action to Close the Bases. Close the Bases is an
international campaign coordinated by World Beyond War and
coincides with the date that the US military took over Guantanamo Bay
in Cuba.

In WA activists gathered on the beach and listened to speeches


https://mcusercontent.com/d3766f6de66f92775b3ee224d/files/6acf887d-a68c-561e-71aa-fcb0aed254fe/Global_Days_of_Action_to_Close_Bases_Adelaide_Action.docx

describing the atrocious waste of money that the AUKUS deal involves
and the potentially devastating environmental consequences of
nuclear submarines in Cockburn Sound. The group then marched to
the gates of HMAS Stirling where they made their presence known
with some more speeches and chants.

HMAS Stirling is a key location for the dangerous AUKUS submarine
project and could have UK and US nuclear powered submarines
rotating there by 2027. The Force Posture Agreement gives the US
military access to “agreed” Australian military facilities and poses a
huge threat to our sovereignty.

Stop AUKUS WA and IPAN are committed to raising awareness of this
issue and call on the government to end the agreement, and instead to
work towards a peaceful and sustainable future.

SMH 25/2/26

Australia seals UK defence deal with $300m for
AUKUS sub reactors

Story by David Crowe

Australia will deepen its defence ties with Britain by spending $310
million on a new stage of the AUKUS submarine project as well as



launching joint work on radar systems, drones and missile tests that
could help Ukraine.

The agreement was sealed in London on Monday night in a meeting
between Australian and UK ministers that cleared the way for closer
links in the defence industry to develop defensive weapons.

Australia has previously pledged $5 billion to help fund the
development of the nuclear power systems for the AUKUS fleet, but
the new spending is the first payment for equipment from Rolls-Royce
to be installed in the first submarines.

The $310 million will buy the first components for the nuclear reactors
to be supplied by Rolls-Royce and transferred to South Australia for
fitting to the first two AUKUS vessels to be built at the Osborne
shipyard.

International Issues

Iran and the Middle East

Iranians mourn the death of their President killed deliberately by the US
in a missile strike.



Michael West Media, 41" March,2026

Australia and the “Epstein Coalition”. Invasion of Iran
a disaster

by Michael West

We are led by fools and sycophants. The illegal, unprovoked invasion
of Iran is not just garden-variety stupidity. This is stupidity on a
grandiose, stratospheric scale.

The Israeli propaganda narrative that Iranians would sprinkle rose
petals at the feet of their invaders has not come to pass. It has already
been demolished in fact.

Instead of bringing freedom and democracy — ‘regime change’ — we
have brought chaos, possibly a world war, and definitely the
destruction of the Middle East. The world economy is being hit hard as
we write; oil prices spiralling, energy prices about to soar, and the
inexorable spectre of inflation and recession.

And it didn’t have to happen.

This was a war of choice. Even without the “Epstein Coalition” — as the
Iranian media so aptly dubs their invaders — murdering 168 Iranian
school girls on day one, ‘peace through strength’ was never going to
happen.

READ ON


https://michaelwest.com.au/author/michael/
https://mcusercontent.com/d3766f6de66f92775b3ee224d/files/ebb28c5a-abc6-4a81-2bdd-87d58e7295aa/Continuation_of_article_by_Michael_West_on_war_on_Iran.docx

Jeffrey Sachs: US &
Israel Attack Iran -
War Is Spreading
Across the Region

Listen HERE

Jeffrey Sachs is the Director of Sustainable Development at Columbia
University USA and from 2002 to 2018, Sachs was special adviser to
the UN Secretary-General.

Extract from his podcast:

"The US objective is regime change... this has been an Israeli dream
for 30 years.

Israel has used its effective ownership of Washington, which it does
own for a variety of reasons to have the US prosecute wars in Libya,
Iraq, Sudan, Syria, Somalia, Gaza, Lebanon, West Bank, Yemen and
Iran has always been the big prize.

The aim is Israeli military hegemony in the region backed by the US,
the suppression of the Arab world and effectively the expulsion of
Russia and China from the region.

The US is fighting at this moment for global hegemony- this is part of a
world war that the US is waging. The war came to Venezuela, and it is
going to come to Cuba; it is already in Cuba as the President has said
the US would make a friendly take-over of Cuba. The war is in the
Middle East. Europe is already a vassal region of the United States. It
is the US waging war, even in a multi-polar world, to retain its
hegemony."

Listen on


https://youtu.be/nPo8lxyjkCY
https://youtu.be/nPo8lxyjkCY

Douglas Macgregor, retired
US Colonel and former
advisor to the US Secretary
of Defence:

"It's the end of US
military and political
hegemony"

" But whatever actually happens (in the Middle East), we're seeing the
end of the old Middle east. We're seeeing the end of the American
military hegenomy and political dominance. That is what we are
watching."

Listen Here

Douglas Macgreggor interview on Glenn Diesen Substack.com

Campaign for International Cooperation and Disarmament : 2nd March
2026

Statement of condemnation of the new imperialist
aggression of USA-Israel against Iran

The Campaign for International Cooperation and Disarmament (CICD)
strongly Condemns the illegal murderous aggression of the USA and
Israel, against Iran.

The USA, while undertaking negotiations in Geneva, was moving the
biggest concentration of US warships and other military machinery,
since 2003, into the region. This aggression was thoroughly planned
for a long time. The US and Iran were in the middle of a second round
of talks over Tehran’s nuclear program when the attacks happened.
The Omani foreign minister, who mediated between the two sides,
publicly said just days ago that “peace was within reach”. It was clear


https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=bbe1450ab82b1188707c10105f34ded46f6a3f8835b1782ed54440b46b1310b8JmltdHM9MTc3MjQ5NjAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=28ab1248-8860-6ffb-05ea-04c389346e1f&u=a1L3ZpZGVvcy9yaXZlcnZpZXcvcmVsYXRlZHZpZGVvP3E9RG91Z2xhcytNYWNncmVnb3IlM2ErQStOZXcrV29ybGQrRW1lcmdlcyUzYStJcmFuK1dpbGwrV2luKyUyNitJc3JhZWwrTWF5K05vdCtTdXJ2aXZlJm1pZD0yMzgwRDhBNTFEOENERjlDODBENzIzODBEOEE1MUQ4Q0RGOUM4MEQ3JmNodXJsPSZGT1JNPVZJUkU&ntb=1

that Trump and Netanyahu never intended for the negotiations to
continue. They sensed now was the best time to strike the Islamic
Republic to destroy not just its nuclear program but also its military
capability.

The bombing campaign launched this week was described by
Washington and Jerusalem as a pre-emptive operation. US President
Donald Trump has said regime change is one of the goals.

Read on

Statement on Iran by Sydney Anti-AUKUS Coalition

Sydney Anti-AUKUS Coalition (SAAC) calls on the Australian Labor
government to pull back from its support for Israel and the United
States’ illegal strikes on Iran and to push for the US and Iran to halt all
military action.

The expansion of the war into Lebanon and the Gulf states shows how
reckless disregard for international law leads to disaster. Reports of
civilian casualties, including school children, are deeply concerning.

The US and Israel have justified their attacks because of the nuclear
threat, but their real aim is regime change and regional domination.
Neither the US or Israel support national self-determination for the
Iranian or Palestinian people.......

........ We call for AUKUS and the Force Posture Agreement (FPA) to be
scrapped and demand the Labor government sign and ratify the Treaty
of the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW). Further we call on the
government to review the alliance with the US which is the overall
framework for AUKUS and the FPA.

An independent and peaceful foreign policy is the best way to be able
to help the Iranian people decide on their future government.

Cuba


https://mcusercontent.com/d3766f6de66f92775b3ee224d/files/7fab29ce-5a8d-436b-f266-ead3ca7bdb3f/Continuation_of_CICD_statement_on_Iran.docx

Urgent.Call ~
or Peace and Sovereignty

Interview with Cuban Ambassador by Eugene Doyle, 26th
February,2026

Cuban Ambassador denounces US aggression and
violations of international law.

This is a moment of great peril for the small Caribbean nation of Cuba.
Nothing less than its sovereignty is on the line as the US drives its
knee into the neck of 10 million Cubans by means of a crushing air and
sea blockade and a set of secondary sanctions designed to muscle the
nations of the world into compliance to the hegemon. The issues are
not particular to Cuba; we are in the midst of a militant US that is
determined to assert domination through force. It was therefore a
pleasure to spend time this week with Luis Ernesto Morejon
Rodriguez, Cuba’s ambassador to Wellington, New Zealand.

Read on

Cuba or Bust: David Bradbury

Financial support needed for this courageous film maker

The recent devastating ongoing bombing of Iran and seizure of
Venezuela’s oil has everyone asking who will be next? Will it be the
tiny island of Cuba, just 80miles from Miami as the crow flies; whose
brave and long suffering people for the 60 years have resisted
attempts by various Administrations and the US military to invade and
take it over?

Risking his life many times over, David’s films have been watched and
appreciated by millions of people around the world; giving Voice to
those who normally never make it into the mainstream rightwing
media.


https://mcusercontent.com/d3766f6de66f92775b3ee224d/files/7d6cfbbc-29e3-60a5-b8b4-69d423aa1e5d/Continiuation_of_interview_with_Cuban_Ambassador.docx

He urgently needs your financial support to raise $Aust14,000 to cover
his basic costs to get to Cuba, pay for accommodation and food while
there.

To donate to make David’s latest doco on Cuba possible:

Frontline Film Foundation

BSB: 722744

Account 100014882

(If you require a 100% tax deduction receipt please deposit and send
an email to david@frontlinefilms.com.au with your postal address and
how much you donated)

Israel and Gaza


mailto:david@frontlinefilms.com.au




Thai Airways has secretly shipped deadly F35 parts from Sydney
to Israel in the cargo hold of passenger flights - at least 68
times.” The F35 'genocide jet' has bombed Gaza hundreds of times
since October 2023, and every single jet has Australian-made parts.
The genocide fleet can't fly without them.

SEND AN EMAIL TO THAI AIRWAYS: STOP SUPPORTING GENOCIDE

Thai Airways is complicit in Israel's genocide in Gaza.

Thai Airways can redress this breach of law and of passengers' trust
by refusing to carry further F35 parts - or any other weapons - to Israel.
You can do something about this. Send a letter to Thai

Airways management demanding that they commit to cease carrying
arms to Israel or face a widespread consumer boycott.

SEND AN EMAIL

This campaign was launched by Wage Peace (Australia), a WBW
affiliate, and is co-sponsored by World BEYOND War. More than 3,000
letters have already been sent to Thai Airways, and we need to keep
up the pressure. We need to collectively tell Thai Airways to stop
supporting Israel in its attacks on Gaza.

Democratic Rights/ Freedom of Speech


https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.qUXRBnqZ7T8nxbpAcIVwoUsWLkUMWlo_0JmZttSlm39e-a0fvbTbAqnbNU0wGJrxtBzukpqCdx5c0b_TssU4_rwpq7l1uOwLKBpi-kgJaC_XExVxgDOKhvbv20ZGqb-7KgkY45NQxyOgNKuxgg-9oqPMZ7XtYWz_wAvdF91R8ZaPVecu94FTYX31Lo2e0mtntE44y--9BnaHzMkQ1HQS_tQU6PVleNgXFsttXm92-DQkj5ljN-kXPnBLXPNgWtnEz6KSg5miCyt0tvUb_E5-uLuCuElak1sY1UmH6ouXRWLMacqHGSKhtjWhaW-yx2MCO9L2ZqX8TmhdnNp_uV__FLeyUt5epgtaUTTlJGb0tWfSSs7mhBGdNKLuTyV4EkvsZ8jXUvjURhHKbRUJExM4SsMsqVkPpT_vtJi1yPXtHCN5uFLn59CNzvha7Yno2vU2/4op/IcQfb5sZSUmxU2V6OCG9Jg/h2/h001.GbNuQq2UURuBIA3n76WOBMplOpTnwLTdmRrDobfL40I
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.qUXRBnqZ7T8nxbpAcIVwoUsWLkUMWlo_0JmZttSlm39e-a0fvbTbAqnbNU0wGJrxtBzukpqCdx5c0b_TssU4_rwpq7l1uOwLKBpi-kgJaC_XExVxgDOKhvbv20ZGqb-7KgkY45NQxyOgNKuxgg-9ojv-k9SSwEP11ODpYH6BpGs7xYX02v-VciYNmEqrCeoTXwhJ8b4PzkcGSrWcUPyqWabZGZbKZlJ8cwYRtiu-te26faBtVsueVZX--T5EW9oNuD_PkuTAVk8VmNtc3wHDsGD3oFlx0vzYswrYl2F9rE89Z8oKw06QY_LrWLTXP_XzEq239oXCSDugHejbH7m6cZeJ3vIh1QC5UKnakxAxKVwQ17xF_5OYWI_Ce3p0JZKMg-1Q6xg0b52gOINkcjb_xWeS_vwWZ2CyFFq-jt3F_hUJMYIefigUEZSrVmnS7jHK/4op/IcQfb5sZSUmxU2V6OCG9Jg/h3/h001.pNBZqTPxApSZtFzmC0RIZ9tuV3w80wocHgq0KJ25R70
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Defending the democratic right of political speech
and assembly in Australia

By Bevan Ramsden

The current attacks on freedom of speech and assembly through
the “hate laws” and anti-protest legislation call for action.
Australians’ history in defeating repressive legislation through mass
non-violent civil disobedience suggests an effective practical mode of
action.

We have never lived in an Australia where true freedom of speech and
political action can be practised.

As former PM John Gorton allegedly said in 1968 in relation to Vietnam
War protesters:


https://www.aph.gov.au/Visit_Parliament/Art/Stories_and_Histories/HMC/Prime_Ministers/Sir_John_Grey_Gorton_GCMG_AC_CH_PC
https://honesthistory.net.au/wp/support-ineffective-dissent/

"We will tolerate dissent as long as it is ineffective."”

In response to the recent police attack on a Sydney rally opposing the
visit to Australia of Israeli President Isaac Herzog, an attack during
which some police used protesters as punching bags, Sydney criminal
lawyer Nick Hanna said in a podcast interview that:

“‘We don’t have a constitutionally enshrined right to free speech in the
same way as they do in the United States. What we have here is a
very limited form of freedom of speech if you can call it that; it is the
implied freedom of political communication which has severe
limitations.”

READ ON

We need a Human Rights Act in NSW.
by Jenny Leong MP

Massive inequality in access to essentials like housing and healthcare,
ever-increasing restrictions on our right to protest, and laws
criminalising First Nations youth and targeting those speaking

out against the genocide in Palestine defined 2025 in NSW politics —
and will only continue to do so.

Late last year, as the NSW Greens spokesperson on Human Rights, |
introduced a Bill to establish a NSW Human Rights Act.

Tell the Premier: Act for Human Rights!

The Bill was drafted in close consultation with legal and human
rights experts from the Human Rights Act 4 NSW Alliance, which
is made up of 110+ member organisations who support an inquiry
into a human rights act.

The Bill seeks to establish a NSW equivalent of laws in the ACT,
Queensland, and Victoria that protect the right to protest, the right

to housing, disability rights, healthcare rights, and the right to a healthy
environment.


https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-02-09/crowds-protest-israeli-president-isaac-herzog-in-australia/106321716
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isaac_Herzog
https://hannalegal.com.au/team/nick-hanna/#:~:text=Nick%20is%20widely%20recognised%20as,Queensland%2C%20Victoria%20and%20Western%20Australia.
https://podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/were-back-michael-bradley-emma-shortis-and-nick-hanna/id1657077956?i=1000747519995
https://mcusercontent.com/d3766f6de66f92775b3ee224d/files/4bcf09ff-38fb-8d72-645c-c7eccbefee2f/Continuation_of_article_on_right_of_political_speech_and_assembly.docx
https://www.act4humanrights.org/take-action/?e=fe9df39fd46f0f9e7422c729d52cad46&utm_source=greensfornewtown&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20260304_human_rights_are_wort&n=1

Tell the Premier: NSW needs a Human Rights Act!

Sign the petition: Repeal, don’t expand, ASIO’s
authoritarian secret police powers

SIGN HERE

After witnessing Parliament’s shockingly authoritarian overreach in
January in forcing through a law in just 24 hours that can ban groups
and jail members, retrospectively and even without a crime being
committed, the Citizens Party has today launched a petition to stop an
equally authoritarian bill from the Albanese government that makes
Australia a permanent police state.

The bill is the Australian Security Intelligence Organisation
Amendment Bill (No. 2) 2025, which expands the interrogation powers
that turned ASIO into Australia’s secret police in 2003, and repeals the
sunset cause to make those powers permanent.

These are powers that caused political consternation in 2002-03, and
provoked Labor Opposition Leader Simon Crean to accuse Prime
Minister John Howard of establishing a “police state”.

Petition Summary
We therefore ask the House to:

1. Reject the Australian Security Intelligence Organisation
Amendment Bill (No. 2) 2025; and

2. Repeal all of ASIO’s secret police powers enacted since
2003 and return to the principle of civilian policing under
independent judicial oversight.

SIGN HERE

Antidotes for pepper spray

The best antidotes for pepper spray include rinsing with water, us
ing dairy products like milk, and applying baking soda or commer
cial decontamination products.

Effective Remedies for Pepper Spray Exposure


https://www.act4humanrights.org/take-action/?e=fe9df39fd46f0f9e7422c729d52cad46&utm_source=greensfornewtown&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20260304_human_rights_are_wort&n=3
https://cec.enudgemail.com.au/securl?nudge=y2230zpr161929&link=22614&email=bevanram1960@gmail.com
https://cec.enudgemail.com.au/securl?nudge=y2230zpr161929&link=22614&email=bevanram1960@gmail.com

1. Rinse with Water: Start by flushing the affected area with cool, cle
an water. This helps to dilute the capsaicin, the active ingredient in
pepper spray, but may not be sufficient on its own due to the oil-
based nature of capsaicin.

2. Use Dairy Products: Dairy products, particularly whole milk or yo
gurt, can effectively neutralize the burning sensation. Capsaicin is o
ilbased, and dairy helps to break down the oils. You can apply milk
directly to the skin or soak a cloth in it and place it on the affected a
rea.

3. BaKing Soda Paste: Mixing baking soda with water to create a past
e can help neutralize the acidity caused by pepper spray. Apply the
paste to the affected skin for a few minutes before rinsing it off.

Coming Events

L4

Become
an

Evolutionary Catalyst
Help good brains work better!

Become an Evolutionary Catalyst
Monday, March 9

2:00 PM - 5:00 PM

UTS Startups

3 Broadway, Ultimo

For details:
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https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=7fefb2b6c7b327eaa2cb0eb03656172c2019637c654dcb4c620cc07fcf985eb6JmltdHM9MTc3MDY4MTYwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=28ab1248-8860-6ffb-05ea-04c389346e1f&psq=antidote+to+pepper+spray&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmlnaHRzZW5zZS5jb20vYmxvZy9iZXN0LXBlcHBlci1zcHJheS1hbnRpZG90ZS1ob3ctdG8tc3RvcC10aGUtYnVybmluZy8&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=7fefb2b6c7b327eaa2cb0eb03656172c2019637c654dcb4c620cc07fcf985eb6JmltdHM9MTc3MDY4MTYwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=28ab1248-8860-6ffb-05ea-04c389346e1f&psq=antidote+to+pepper+spray&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmlnaHRzZW5zZS5jb20vYmxvZy9iZXN0LXBlcHBlci1zcHJheS1hbnRpZG90ZS1ob3ctdG8tc3RvcC10aGUtYnVybmluZy8&ntb=1
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https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=7fefb2b6c7b327eaa2cb0eb03656172c2019637c654dcb4c620cc07fcf985eb6JmltdHM9MTc3MDY4MTYwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=28ab1248-8860-6ffb-05ea-04c389346e1f&psq=antidote+to+pepper+spray&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmlnaHRzZW5zZS5jb20vYmxvZy9iZXN0LXBlcHBlci1zcHJheS1hbnRpZG90ZS1ob3ctdG8tc3RvcC10aGUtYnVybmluZy8&ntb=1
https://luma.com/m714ajn9

Andrew Gaines FRSA
andrew.gaines@evolutionarycatalyst.net

Cancel AUKUS - Community Campaign Workshop
Saturday 14 March, 1 - 3 pm.

MUA Office

46 Ireland Street, Melbourne


mailto:andrew.gaines@evolutionarycatalyst.net

Your Invitation to a

Community Workshop
HELP SINK AUKUS BEFORE AUKUS SINKS AUSTRALIA

Saturday March 14t 1.00 — 3.00 pm

MUA Office, 46 Ireland St, West Melbourne.
Guest Speakers
John Shipton: Behind the success of the Free Assange campaign
David Higginbottom: Make Peace a Priority - Tips from a professional lobbyist
Hamish McPherson: Labor Against War - Political Campaigning
Shirley Winton: Peace is Union Business

Worsening global tensions demand that we
chart a new course for Australia based on
building peace and security, not militarism

dictated by Washington and President Trump.

Venezuela shows the danger of our alliance
with a rogue US.

Secretive recent agreements allow nuclear
armed submarines and B52 bombers at new
US military bases in Australia, making us a
target in the event of a US led war against
China.

The AUKUS attack submarines are designed
for agressive patrolling of the South China
Sea, not to defend Australian territory.

The extraordinary cost of the AUKUS
submarines will deplete our capacity to
provide the adequate funding and support for
a population facing a cost of living crisis,
climate related fires and floods, critical
shortages in housing, education and health
care, and environmental degradation.

AUKUS and the US alliance make
Australia less safe, less secure and less
prepared for the future.

Sign and share IPAN’s petition to CANCEL
AUKUS:
https:/ipan.org.au/public-call-to-the-australian-

government/

$368 billion for AUKUS
to joina U.

led war against China

“For $368 billion, we’re going to get 8 submarines.
That must be the worst deal in all history.”

Former PM Paul Keating

The workshop will facilitate sharing our skills
and ideas to broaden the peace movement and
scrap AUKUS.

Workshop Options:
Community activism
Political campaigning
Unions and outreach

Creative communications
Social media

No AUKUS Coalition Vic is affiliated with the
Independent Peaceful Australia Network (IPAN) and
the Australian Anti AUKUS Coalition that welcomes
all those seeking peaceful security and cooperation
in our region.

) YRTOP ALK -

NO AUKUS COALITION VICTORIA




Felk for Peace & Justiece

§{ MAURIE MULHERON AND THE BAND, A SMALL
CIRCLE OF FRIENDS (SCOFF)

Gang Gang Cafe & Bar,
Frencham Pl, Downer ACT

Sunday 22 March 2026

BOOK HERE

All three members of SCofF harmonise and play a range of
instruments including the 5-string banjo,12-string guitar, blues harp,
piano and mandolin.

“A night with many great new compositions and many other great ones
from the recent past. It was a night all who were there will long
remember. Folk music that is at once sensitive, deeply intimate and
powerfully connecting. It doesn’t get better than this!”


https://events.humanitix.com/folk-for-peace-and-justice/tickets
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Email: ipan.australia@gmail.com

Voice is produced and edited by the Media Group of the IPAN co-ordinating committee. It is produced for
IPAN affiliates to:

*provide a medium for communication of their campaigns and activities

*provide a medium for discussion of issues central to IPAN’s objectives
*provide affiliates with details of co-ordinating committee activities, media releases, lobbying activities and

other actions taken on behalf of IPAN
* provide information on issues/events relating to IPAN’s objectives
Contributions to Voice, in information or comment, should be emailed to :
Ipan.australia@gmail.com and limited, if possible to 200 words.
The Media Group takes editorial responsibility for choice of content and is responsible to the IPAN co-
ordinating committee.Disclaimer: Voice publishes a range of articles which reflect the broad movement for
an independent and peaceful Australia but not all articles will necessarily reflect IPAN’s position."”

Copyright © 2017 IPAN, All rights reserved.
Our emailing address is:

Ipan.australia@gmail.com
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Our mailing address is:
IPAN

PO Box 573

Coorparoo, Qld 4151



